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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a comparative Jurisprudential thematic study of the subject of
protection of Muslim’s life in Islamic Jurisprudence. One of the goals of this study is to
present the subject under discussion in a comparative and detailed way. It highlights the
subject of protection of Muslim’s life as one of the most important principles of Islam.
It is a basic rule in Islam that embarrassing Islam gives protection of life. The reasons of
losing this protection are studied in detail in this work as well.

This thesis consists of introduction and three chapters and conclusion. The
first chapter talks about the objectives of Shari’ah and its kinds in general. Means of life
protection in Islam are discussed in this chapter. This chapter shows that these means
are of two types, namely preventive means and remedial means. The second chapter
discusses the Islamic concept of ‘ismat al-dam al-muslim or ‘protection of Muslim’s
life’ and some other terms which are related to it as they were used by both early
fugaha’ and Muhaddithun. Issues as, Islam as a reason for protection of life, the space
of duration of ‘ismah, dar al-Islam ‘territory of Islam’, and dar al-harb ‘territory of war
are also discussed in this chapter. The third chapter talks about nawagqid al-‘ismah, these
are the acts that nullify or break this protection. Some of these breakers are hudud
crimes like, apostasy ‘riddah’, adultery when it is committed by a married person ‘zina
al-muhsan’, piracy or unlawful warfare ‘hirabah’ and rebellion ‘baghy’. Of the gisas
crimes, the crime of intentional killing ‘gatl ‘amd’ is the only breaker of ‘ismah,
however, the rulings of abortion and its relationship with ‘ismah is discussed in this
chapter. In the last sub chapter of the third chapter of this thesis the crimes of ta’zir
which break ‘ismah are discussed, of these are attacker or violent Muslims, Muslim
spires and Muslim magicians and witches. The findings of this thesis are summarised in
the conclusion.

Finally, it seems useful to add that throughout this thesis it has been
clearly shown that protection of Muslim’s life is one the most important objectives and
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principles of Islam. It is considered as a right for every Muslim. Muslims are prohibited
from breaking this protection. In certain cases this protection can be lost as a
punishment of committing a crime against the life of another Muslim or Muslim
community. However, it has been shown that if a Muslim loses this protection for one
reason or another that could be only temporarily and it could possessed again. This
subject is very significant and interesting for those who are interested in Islamic studies
and law, therefore, Islamic institutions and researchers are highly recommended to hold
conferences about it in order to discuss some of its topics in details.
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